NEW HAVEN FOOTBALL OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION

2010 PRE-SEASON EXAM

Directions: Answer True or False with a corresponding rule reference. Some questions may need more than one reference.

1. During an official’s time-out for injury, players from Team A go to the sideline to confer with coaches. They stay between the nine-yard marks and sideline. Ruling: Legal. 

2. 2/7 on the B-25. Team A is in a no-huddle offense. QB A12 comes up under center and begins to call signals. He looks over the coverage and steps back (without drawing off an opponent), and calls another set of signals. Ruling: Illegal, false start. 
3. A 4/3 on the K-45. A3’s punt lands on the R-2 and is heading toward the goal line when K55 bats the ball backward to prevent it from going into the end zone. It bounces on the R-3, where it is downed by K76. Ruling: Illegal batting. Penalize 15 yards from the previous spot. 
4. A11 comes to the line of scrimmage on a 2/7 play from the B-22. After the team was set for a second, Back A33 goes into motion. While he is in motion, lineman A67, who was in a two-point stance, assumes a three-point stance. After one second the ball is snapped. Ruling: Legal. 

5. K 4/7 from the K-37. K3’s punt is high in the air and R33 makes a valid fair catch signal on the R-25. The ball tails to teammate receiver R56, who did not signal. He catches the kick and is immediately tackled by K44 at the R-30. Ruling: Kick-catch interference. R 1/10 at the R-30 or re-kick at the K-22. 

6. Third and 7 on the A-45, A86 and A33 come out to the same side with A86 outflanking A33 on the line of scrimmage. A86 is in a 2-point stance, A33 assumes a 3-point stance. On signal both players shift to the other side of the line. Ruling: False start. 

7. On a 3/7 from the B-25, B33 intercepts a pass on B’s 4 and his momentum carries him toward the goal line. He fumbles on the 1 and the ball goes into the end zone, where he recovers it while grounded. Ruling: Safety. 
8. Third and 10 from the B-35. A11 takes the snap and runs wide, pitching back to A33. A33 catches the ball behind the neutral zone and runs to the B-10 where he is downed. Prior to the pitch, there is holding by A67 on the B-37. Ruling: A 3/22 from the B-47. 

9. Team K attempts a FG from the R-35, 4/4. The ball is partially blocked by R45 at the line and the ball crosses in flight to the R-7. Safety R44, unsure what to do, picks up the ball and starts to run with it and is tackled at the R-12. During the run, Defensive RG B34 was called for blocking below the waist at the R-24. Ruling: R 1/10 on the R-6. Clock starts on the Snap. 
10. A 2/7 at midfield. During the last timed down of a period, A34 gains 10 yards and fumbles at the B-40. An official inadvertently sounds his whistle while the ball is loose. Ruling: Replay at previous spot as an un-timed down, no other option. 

11. A 2/7 at midfield. During the last timed down of a period, A34 gains 10 yards and fumbles at the B-40. An official inadvertently sounds his whistle while the ball is loose. A67 is called for holding at the A-48. Ruling: Replay down at A-38, extend the period. 

12. A 3/5 at the B-26. Near the end of the third period, A11 advances to the B-18. During the run there is defensive holding on B44. The clock was stopped with 5 second remaining in the period. Ruling: A 1/G on the B-8. A gets the balance of the 25-second clock even though time expires.

13. Prior to the ready-for-play on a try, A’s captain requests the ball be placed at the right hashmark. They go into a spread formation, don’t like the defensive coverage and call timeout. After the timeout, A requests the ball be placed at the center Try line. Ruling: Legal. 
14. Following a second down play, A89 comes onto the field as a substitute for A93 but he stops 5 yards from the sideline because he sees his team ready to snap the ball. Following the snap, A89 goes down the field and catches an apparent TD pass. Ruling: Legal play. 

15. A 2/7 from the B-23. With :20 left in the half, A10 is in a shotgun formation. The snap goes over his head. He recovers the ball at the B-30 and spikes it to stop the clock. Ruling: 3/19 from the B-35. Clock on the Ready. 

16. R22 is running near a sideline as he attempts to catch a free kick in flight. R22 has one foot on the sideline, when he reaches through the plane of the sideline. The ball bounces off his hands and lands out of bounds. Ruling: Kick out of bounds. 

17. K 4/7 on the R-20. K3’s field goal attempt is partially blocked behind the neutral zone, but deflects beyond the neutral zone and is then muffed by R33. The muffed ball bounces back behind the neutral zone, where A77 picks it up at the R-22, and runs to the R-15. Ruling: Illegal advance. R 1/10 on the R-22. 

18. On an on-side kick attempt with :27 seconds remaining in the game. K3 opts to place the ball on the ground, rather than on a tee. After the ready for play, he kicks the ball. Ruling: Illegal kick. 

19. A 3/6 on the B-26, A32 gets a handoff and runs for a touchdown. During the run, B17 incidentally grabs the facemask of A32. Ruling: Penalty declined by rule. 
20. 4/17 on the A-30. Punter A3 punts to the B-25, where return man R45 is located. He allows the ball to hit the ground and bounce high in the air. When the ball has bounced he gets the ball at the B-30 and begins to run. He sees he’s going to be tackled and gives a fair catch signal at the B-35. He is tackled and downed at the B-40. Ruling: Basic spot enforcement. B 1/10 at the B-30. 
21. 2/G on the B-3. A48 gets hit at the line of scrimmage and the ball pops into the air. B76 and A77 try for the loose ball. B76 bats the ball forward and then recovers the ball at the B-10. Ruling: Legal. 

22. With the ball at B’s 1 and twelve seconds remaining in the game, A33 is stuffed at the line for no gain on a 2/G. B piles on after the whistle. Ruling: Team A must be given 25 seconds to run the play even if the clock runs out. 

23. With the ball at B’s 1 and twelve seconds remaining in the game, A33 is stuffed at the line for no gain on a 2/G. B piles on after the whistle. Ruling: Team A must be given 25 seconds to run the play even if the clock runs out. 

24. During the last timed down of the first half, A 2/13, A-5. A11 retreats into his own end zone to attempt a pass, but is downed for an apparent safety. During he down, Linebacker B77 is called for defensive holding on Receiver A88 during the play. Ruling: A 2/8 from the A-10, extend the period for an un-timed down. 

25. 4th and 4 at the A-30. Punter A3 is unable to get a punt off and begins to run. He runs to the A-34 is hit and fumbles. The ball is loose and picked up by B68 who advances to the A-26, where he is hit and fumbles. Punter A3  falls on the ball at the A-24.. Ruling: A 1/10 on the A-24. Clock on the Ready. 

26. A 2/7 on the B-25. A11 drops back to pass and throws a legal forward pass that is tipped by eligible receiver A23 and muffed high into the air. While the ball is in the air, ineligible A67 dives for and touches the pass (beyond the neutral zone), which falls incomplete on the B-28. Ruling: A 3/12 at the B-20. 

27. In the last seconds of the first half, Team A is attempting to stop the clock by spiking the ball after gaining a first down at the B-5. QB A11 gets to the line and attempts to spike the ball. He and the center are ready, but none of his players are set at the snap. Ruling: Illegal shift. Start the clock on the Ready. 
28. 4/17 on the A-30. Punter A3 punts to the B-25, where returner R45 is located. He allows the ball to hit the ground and bounce high in the air. When the ball has bounced he gives a fair catch signal at the B-20 and catches the ball. Ruling: B 1/10 on the B-15. 

29. A 2/4 on the A-35. Snapper A67 takes his position as do the Team A linemen. After he has made his preliminary adjustment, A67 lifts the ball to an angle of 90 degrees, and snaps the ball from that position. Ruling: A 2/9 on the A-30. 

30. 2/7 on the R-15 and  :02 left on the clock, K3 comes in to attempt a field goal. A88 comes in as an exception to the 50-79 rule and positions himself next to snapper K67. The kick is attempted and scores. Ruling: Legal. Kick off at the K-40. 

31.  A 1/10 on the B-35. End A88 sprints from the line and then cuts sharply toward the middle of the field at the B-30. B1 pursues A88 and pushes him from the side using an open hand after he has made his cut. The block is before the legal forward pass is caught for a 12-yard gain. Ruling: Legal play. A 1/10 on the B-23. 

32. A 3/17 at the B-35. A comes up to the line, when an assistant coach requests “Time-Out” from the Line Judge. The head coach is in the press box, and the coach who requested the time-out was designated prior to the game. Ruling: Grant the time-out. 

33. 3/17 on the A-45. Fullback A33 takes a handoff and runs to the B-4. After the dead ball, A54 hits B56, who is 15 yards behind the play. Ruling: A 1/G on the B-17. 
34. On a kickoff from the K-40, the kick is muffed by R-17 at the R-5. The ball is recovered by K77, who picked it up on a bounce. He runs into the end zone. Ruling: Touchdown. Try on R-3. 

35. K4/17 at the K-40. K3’s punt is partially blocked and goes beyond the neutral zone expanded, where it is muffed by B17. The ball rebounds back behind the neutral zone, where it is picked up by K67 at the K-39, who runs to the 50. Ruling: R 1/10 at the K-39. 

36. K4/17 at the K-40. K3’s punt is partially blocked and goes beyond the neutral zone expanded, where it is muffed by B17. The ball rebounds back behind the neutral zone, where it is picked up by K67 at the K-39, who runs to the 50. Ruling: K1/10 at the 50. Clock starts on the Ready. 

37. A 2/7 at the B-30. A67, a lineman who is in the free-blocking zone, blocks B96, who is also on the defensive line in the free-blocking zone. A67 disengages and then blocks B77 below the waist, who was also lined up in the free-blocking zone. The inside handoff was still in the zone. Ruling: Legal. 

38. A requests a rubber ball on second down after using a leather ball on first down.  Ruling: If the ball is one of those approved by the referee prior to the game, the request should be accepted. 
39. A 2/9 at the B-37. Linebacker B77 is in the free-blocking zone positioned within 2 yards of the LOS on the B-35. On a sweep to the L’s side, B77 attempts to block A88, the tight end, below the waist in order to break down the interference on the B-35. The play goes to the B-25, where it is declared dead. Ruling: A 1/10 on the B-25. 
40. A 4/7 on the B-15. A11 drops back to make a legal forward pass to A44 a back that is on the B-20. Receiver A88 ran his pattern, and blocked B67 at the B-11, prior to the catch. The catch is made, and A44 runs for a TD. Ruling: TD. Try on B-3. 
41. A 4/7 on the B-15. A11 drops back to make a legal forward pass to A88 at the B-11. Back A44 ran his pattern and blocked B67 at the B-13, prior to the catch. The catch is made, and A88 runs for a TD. Ruling: A 4/22 on the B-30. Try on B-3. 
42. A 4/7 on the B-15. A11 Drops back to make a legal forward pass to back A44, who is positioned at the B-20. The ball is thrown high and tipped by A44. While the ball is loose, A77, an interior lineman sees the ball might be intercepted, and jumps to bat the ball down. Ruling: B 1/10 at the B-15, no other option. 

43. A 1/10 on the B-40. DE B77 holds TE A89 at the LOS, prior to a legal forward pass by A11 is attempted. The pass is incomplete at the B-35. Ruling: A 1/10 at the B-30. 

44. A 1/10 on the B-40. A11 attempts a screen pass to A44, who is positioned at the B-42. The pass is wobbly, and defender B77 comes up and pushes A44 down and intercepts the pass and runs for a TD. Ruling: TD. Try on B-3. 

45. A 1/10 on the B-40. A11 attempts a screen pass to A44, who is positioned at the B-42. The pass is wobbly, and defender B77 comes up and tackles A44, and the pass falls incomplete. Ruling: A 1/10 on the B-30. 

46. A 3/14 on the B-40. On a legal forward pass by A11, A88 is held on the B-37. The pass is complete to back A44, at the B-42 who runs for a score. Ruling: TD. Try on B-1-1/2 or Try on B-3, A kickoff from 50. 

47. With :03 on the clock, A 3/G at the B-7. Score A21, B 28. A11 completes a legal forward pass to A43 in the end zone. B85 held on the play. Ruling: A has the option of enforcement of the penalty on the Try or in OT if the kick-try is successful. 
48. Team A coach requests a conference on a ruling during the previous play. The R calls a time-out. Team A goes to its sideline to confer with its coaches, and Team B’s head coach comes on the field. Ruling: Legal. 

49. On fourth down in the first possession of OT, A scores a touchdown. After the score, but before the Try, B1 commits an unsportsmanlike conduct foul. Ruling: A may choose to enforce on the Try or when B gets its possession in the “bottom of the inning.” 

50. During OT, each team is permitted one timeout per half-inning. 

51. During the first overtime period, A scores a TD on the third play of the series. During the Kick-Try, B88 roughs K-3. Ruling: K may accept the point and have the penalty assessed at the succeeding spot. 

52. During the pre-game walk it is determined offensive and defensive linemen of the visiting team have soccer-style shin guards under their socks. The shin guards do not have a NOCSAE seal or sticker. Ruling: Legal. 

53. A 4/8 on the B-33. A44 runs a sweep to the L’s side and is ruled out of bounds at the B-26. B37 then hits A44 late. Ruling: B1/10 at the B-13. 

54. K 4-7 on the R-18. On a successful FG attempt from the R-26, kicker K3 is roughed. Ruling: K may accept the points with the kickoff at the R-45, or accept the penalty with a new series at the R-9. 

55. On a free kick attempt from the K-40. R-17 is deep and becomes airborne when he grasps the kick. He first alights out of bounds at the R-25. Ruling: Kick out of bounds. K re-kick at the K-35. 

56. A 3/5 on the B35. On a handoff, back A44 is hit behind the line and fumbles the ball. While the ball is loose, lineman A67 pushes B36 at the B-37 in the back above the waist to get to the loose ball. Ruling: Illegal Block. A 3/17 at the B-47. 

57. A 1/10 on the B-45. Linebacker B67 is lined up three yards from the LOS and in the free-blocking zone. A74, who is a guard lined up on the LOS, fires out on the snap and blocks B67 below the waist and from behind in the free-blocking zone. Ruling: Clipping. Penalize from the basic spot. 

58. A 3/17 at the A-33. A11 rolls to the right and hits A88 with a short pass complete at the A37. He catches the ball and runs to the A-44, where he is hit and fumbles. B17 recovers at the A-45. B43 was called for roughing the passer. Ruling: A 1/10 from the B-41. 

59. During an authorized conference A11 is seen wearing headphones to talk to the booth. Ruling: Illegal. 

60. During a try by kick, A3’s low kick hits lineman A67,who was in contact with an opponent in the neutral zone expanded, and then caroms up and through the uprights. Ruling: Point fails. 

61. A 3/7 from the B45. A11 rolls out to pass and throws to A44, who is covered by B37. B37 interferes with A44, who is able to tip the high pass, which is intercepted by B23. While the ball was loose, the calling official blew and inadvertent whistle before the interception. Ruling: After the riot, penalize the DPI. A1/10 from the B-30. Give earplugs to wing on B’s side. 

62. A 3/7 from the B45. A11 rolls out to pass and throws to A44, who is open in the end zone. The ball is short and caught by B22 at the 3, who circles back into his end zone (not momentum). An inadvertent whistle sounds while B22 is in the end zone. Ruling: Safety or A 3/7 from the B45. 

63. A 3/7 from the B45. A11 rolls out to pass and throws to A44, who is open in the end zone. The ball is short and caught by B22 at the 3. His momentum forces him back into the end zone. An inadvertent whistle sounds while B22 is in the end zone. Ruling: Safety or A 3/7 from the B45. 

64. K3 kicks off to start the second half. The ball is rolling on R’s 7 when R intentionally kicks the ball into his own end zone, when he sees an opponent ready to fall on it. Ruling: Safety. 

65. K 4/7 at the 50. K3’s punt is rolling at the R-7 where it is touched by K76. The ball is picked up by R56 and run to the R-35, where he is hit and fumbles. The ball is picked up by K68 at the R-35, and run into the end zone for a TD. During K68’s run, R54 committed a personal foul. Ruling: TD. K may accept the penalty on the Try or succeeding kickoff. 

66. K 4/7 at the 50. K3’s punt is rolling at the R-7 where it is touched by K76. The ball is picked up by R56 and run to the R-35, where he is hit and fumbles. The ball is picked up by K68 at the R-35.  Ruling: R 1/10 at the R-7. 

67. K 4/7 at the 50. K3’s punt is rolling at the 7 where it is touched by K76, but the ball is only slowed down and goes to R-3. R-77 is confused, and kicks the ball up field (intentional) to the R-44, where there is a scramble to recover. K44 has the ball at the end of the down. Ruling: K 1/10 at the R-35. 

68. K 4/7 at the 50. K3’s punt is caught by R76 at the R-15. He runs to the R-20, where he is downed. While the ball was in the air, R44 held B79 at the R-25. Ruling: R 1/10 at the R-15. 

69. A 3/7 from the B-20. B44 intercepts a pass in the end zone. A43 takes him down with a facemask (twisting and turning). Ruling: B 1/10 at the B-35. 

70. A 3/7 from the B-20. B44 intercepts a pass in the end zone. A43 takes him down with a facemask (twisting and turning) causing him to fumble, and the ball goes back into the field of play, where it is recovered by B43 at the B-7. Ruling: B 1/10 at the B-35. 

71. A 3/7 from the B-20. B44 intercepts a pass in the end zone. B44 attempts to run the ball out but is downed in the end zone. While he was running, B54 holds on the B-6. Ruling: B 1/10 on the B-3. 
72. A 3/7 from the B-20. B44 intercepts a pass on the B-6 and curls back into the end zone. A44 takes him down with a facemask (twisting and turning). Ruling: B 1/10 at the B-35. 

73. After a 1/10 run by A33 to the B-25, Team A huddles and Substitute A1 comes into the huddle after the RFP. After 3 seconds no one leaves the huddle. Ruling: Substitution infraction. A 1/15 at the B-30. 

74. A 1/10 on the B-12. Substitute B14 comes onto the field to replace B2 and communicates with him. B2 attempts to leave, but sees he will not be able to get to his sideline and leaves the field through the end zone just prior to the snap. Ruling: A 1/5 on the B-7. Substitution infraction. Penalize as dead-ball foul. 

75. A 2/7 at the A30. Team A has already been given one warning about coaches in the restricted area along the sidelines. A coach is in the area at the snap and the L has to avoid him during the play. Ruling: Penalize from basic spot, five yards. 

